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SUBJECT: COLOMBIAN AGREEMENT WITH CUBA 

REF: EAL LA 76-018 

1 . IN CONVERATION WITH THE EC/COM COUNSELOR ON FEBRUARY 

28 DRA. TERESA IVARS DE ZEA, FOREIGN MINISTRY UNDERSECRETARY 
FOR ECONOMIC RELATIONS, SAID THAT SHE BELIEVED SHE HAD BEEN 
ABLE TO STOP THE PROPOSED AGREEMENT BETWEEN COLOMBIA AND 
THE COUNCIL FOR ECONOMIC MUTUAL ASSISTANCE (CEMA). ZEA 
SAID THAT THE AGREEMENT, WHICH WAS READY FOR SIGNATURE 
WHEN SHE ASSUMED OFFICE LAST YEAR, HAD BEEN THE WORK LARGELY 
OF HER PREDECESSOR, ROBERTO SOTO, AND THE COLOMBIAN AMBASSADOR 
TO MOSCOW, HUMBERTO MUNOZ. ZEA SAID THAT SHE HAD BEEN 
QUESTIONED BY THE PRESIDENT REGARDING HER OPPOSITION 
TO THE AGREEMENT, BUT THAT SHE HAD BEEN ABLE TO CONVINCE BOTH 
HIM AND FOREIGN MINISTER THAT COLOMBIA HAD NOTHING TO 
GAIN BY SUCH A CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH CEMA. 

2. ZEA STATED THAT THE RUMANIANS HAD BEEN HELPFUL IN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BOGOTA 01954 012017Z 

SUPPORTING HER POSITION. ZEA SAID THAT THE RUMANIANS 
WERE AGAINST THE AGREEMENT BECAUSE IT MIGHT INTERFERE 
WITH TECHNICAL COOPERATION AGREEMENTS CURRENTLY IN 
EFFECT BETWEEN COLOMBIA AND RUMANIA. 
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